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WELCOME TO THE SPECIAL EDITION…

I

t has been just over five years since I last sat down to create
an edition of the Oakwood Oracle. A lot has changed since then
– for a start I am sitting typing this at my own computer in my
own house rather than at the old family residence. I have also
somehow managed to get hold of a degree, learned to cook and
gained an appreciation for coffee.
Individuals grow over time – we all know that. Most of us also
recognise that the Church is made up of God‟s people and so,
over the past 25 years, we have grown together. Our roots were
humble; a small living room on a new estate overflowing with
people. People who were overflowing with hope and a love of God.
‘Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a
crop, a hundred times more than was sown.’ (Luke 8:8)
Fast-forward to the present. If we consider all of those people
who have been part of our Church over its life we could easily
count several hundreds of people. And everybody has a part to
play.
So the 9th – 12th June 2011 was a chance to celebrate all that has
been, and all that is to come. And this special edition of the
Oracle is a chance to capture a small range of experiences from
the long weekend. I‟m sure those of you reading this will have
plenty of memories to share and fond moments to reflect on. We
would love to hear whatever you have to say and the Oracle is a
great place to start (it‟s certainly easier than standing at the front
on a Sunday morning!)
Thank goodness for the good soil into
which the seed of The Church on Oakwood
was planted. Look how we‟ve grown!
From the Editor
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A WISE MAN FROM THE NORTH

Rev Graham Maskery preaches - 7th June 2011

S

unday morning 5th of June saw the URC Minister Rev Graham
Maskery back at The Church on Oakwood approximately eight
years after he left the Derby area for York /Goole.
It was lovely to welcome him back and spend time in worship,
prayer and afterwards at our bring and share lunch to celebrate
Peter and Stella Knott's 25th Wedding Anniversary - just one week
before the Church on Oakwood celebrates its own 25 th
Anniversary!
Graham was the third preacher in our series of four services
leading up to the Pentecost celebration day, each in turn having
brought greetings from the participating denominations of the
only LEP in the '5 county diocese' with Catholic involvement.
Graham played a leading role in the early life of The Church on
Oakwood, particularly as he reminded us that he was the Chair of
the interview panel which eventuality appointed Rev. Philip Waller
in 1993. Graham let us into a secret that he had already picked
out Philip as the man to lead The Church on Oakwood and was
delighted to tell the Bishop of Derby as much!
Graham's message was full of his usual passion and included a
call for us to recognise our calling as 'the priesthood of all
believers' and to 'stop maintaining what we've got and get on
with the mission of the church' - to be the Heart of Christ at the
Heart of Oakwood and to tell people of God's love for them.
The Bring and Share lunch lived up to its usual high standards: no
lists or instructions of what to bring, just faith that there will be
the right balance and enough food to go around!
Thanks Graham for helping us to celebrate the 25th milestone and
encouraging us to get on with the work of being the Heart of
Christ at the Heart of Oakwood.
Written by Steve Judd for the URC website
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AN ARTICLE FOR THE METHODIST RECORDER

T

he Church on Oakwood has just celebrated 25 years since its
founding in the home of Revd. Mavis Bexon. Comparisons to
those days of 1986 are profound in the extreme, although
the love and providence of our God shines through in every twist
and turn of the story.
Meeting with up to 60 others in the lounge of a 4 bedroomed
house on what was the largest housing estate in Western Europe
is close Christian fellowship in the utmost! Meeting as we have
been since 1993 in our purpose-built church right at the heart of
the district centre has been the realisation of a dream from those
early „Mavis‟ days. God gave us a passage from Habakkuk very
early on that we should…
‘Look among the nations, stand in wonder be amazed, I’m
doing a work today that you would not believe’ (Hab 1:5)
Well, that dream and promise was fulfilled at Pentecost 2011 as
we celebrated our 25th Anniversary as a worshipping community
on Oakwood. We celebrated what we see as God moving mightily
amongst us for which He should receive all the thanks, praise and
glory.
The celebrations included guest services led by Revd Michael
Webster (Methodist), Father Paul Newman, our partner Roman
Catholic Priest and Revd Graham Maskery (URC) and completed
at Pentecost by our own Minister Revd Lindsay Hughes.
The LEP of which we‟re a part includes our Catholic brothers and
sisters. This is another amazing contrast to those early days.
Once we‟d outgrown the house, we moved into the chapel of the
Convent of the Holy Name a former RC convent which was
brought by the Anglican order. Little did we imagine then that we
would now be in a position to share as much as possible with our
RC partners. Perhaps the next 25 years might see us sharing the
Mass / Eucharist / Holy Communion / Lords Table together; after
all, our God is a God of miracles!
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As well as some well-attended services, we held a very successful
Flower Festival entitled „Not Just Sundays‟ which involved the
different groups which use the Church building throughout the
week – Weight Watchers, Slimming World, the WI, Guides and
Brownies etc. This ran from Thursday through to the Sunday
afternoon and had a supporting archives display, cakes, teas and
coffees! Continuing the food theme we had a seated and served
buffet lunch for 99 people provided by one of our Church
members who is a Chef - but we did some exercise during the
weekend by spending time as a church up on Oakwood Park
having games for all the family!
The whole celebration and Church community
helped us work together to recapture some of
those great early days when we were a „new
testament‟ church in the making.

OUR GOD
IS A GOD OF
MIRACLES!

Long may God continue to bless his people at Oakwood as we
seek the next stage of engagement with our Community and
living out Jesus‟ last command to share the gospel in Samaria,
Oakwood and to the ends of the earth!

Our Church building under construction – Dec 1992
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MY ANNIVERSARY STORY
By Brian Horder

P

rompted by the Church on Oakwood‟s anniversary
celebrations, I wanted to recount the story of my own
anniversary
with the Church on Oakwood, but a little
background first …
I was baptised in St. Laurence's Church, Lighthorne,
Warwickshire. At the age of six we moved away where I was
introduced to the Methodist church Sunday school by some of my
new friends, I enjoyed going both morning and afternoon every
week - though I think my parents had an ulterior motive so as to
get some peace and quiet!
When we moved to Windsor seven years
later I continued with Sunday school, going
on to church in my teens where I entered
into membership of the Methodist church.
I continued to worship there and also at my
wife‟s church after we married and
eventually took my children to Methodist
Sunday school as they became old enough.
Around 1975 they decided they no longer
wanted to attend Sunday School and a
while later my church attendance also
stopped. I seemed to find many excuses work, too busy, family commitments etc and this continued even when we moved to
Oakwood in 1994. I seemed to forget the
promises I‟d made to God in those early
years, that‟s the one thing that I regret now
and regularly ask his forgiveness for my
long lapse.
Anyway, back to the plot … I mean anniversary.
In June last year, 14th to be precise, I found out about a Carers
Service being held at Derby Cathedral and decided to attend.
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During the service I felt
that I was being guided to
do what I had thought
about on several occasions,
attend church again.
The following Sunday, June
20th, I decided this was to
be the day so not knowing
anyone, I plucked up the
courage and joined morning
service at The Church on
Oakwood. I think the first
people I met were Brian
and Gwynne Shaw who
immediately made me feel
most welcome as did the
many others I met that day
- a day I shall never forget.
Well, a year on and I feel I
really
belong
here
especially with all the friends I‟ve made and the sincerity that
they have shown during the good and sometimes not such good
times my wife and I have had during the past year, so a heartfelt
thanks to you all.
I‟ve recently attended this year‟s
Carers Service again to thank God for
giving me the opportunity to change
my life at that same service a year
ago. So you see although my
anniversary is a rather short one
compared to the Church, I have my
own reason to celebrate at this time
too.

8

I FEEL I REALLY
BELONG HERE
ESPECIALLY WITH
ALL THE FRIENDS
I’VE MADE…

STEVE’S EPISTLE FROM CORNWALL

(The kingdom looks like something……)

T

he thoughts and ideas which follow have fallen very nicely
into place before, during and after our recent holiday in
Cornwall. As I write we have Keswick coming up so it will be
interesting to see if the article gets scrapped or an addendum
gets added! You‟ll have to read it all to find out!
Carol and I spent a fantastically restful holiday with Richard and
Margaret in their 18th Century farmhouse on the North Coast of
Cornwall. We shared fellowship with them, other guests, as well
as visiting „The Coast Church‟ on both Sundays. (Richard and
Margaret were founder members!) We were also able to share
Christian fellowship with David and Mary, Emma‟s God parents
who have retired to Cornwall, Christine and Michael who where
our hosts for years when the girls were small and Dan Rubens
formally Assistant Pastor at Derby City Church who‟s planting a
new Church in Penzance! We took great comfort and
encouragement from these times of fellowship and were assured
that prayers for our situation at Oakwood would continue as ours
are with our friends in Cornwall.
A recurring theme from all our chatting (and eating!) was that
God‟s doing a new thing, particularly in Cornwall. The old rural
Methodist system is dying on its feet, understandably, as so many
of the Chapels were built when there was a vibrant agricultural
economy employing hundreds of farm hands. Now of course,
since mechanization, the loss of jobs and housing for younger
people the chapels are literally on their last legs. Many local
families no longer have any church connections and most of the
evidence we saw was that the new growth is from „immigrants to
Cornwall!‟
Our hosts were brought up in Methodist families; Richard is a local
preacher and has helped found „The Coast Church‟ and its lively
vibrant midweek fellowship. David and Mary have moved to
various Chapels as numbers in each have fallen to a handful, all in
their 80‟s, but are now part of a „circuit‟ house group/bible study
which meets weekly. Christine and Michael still attend their local
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chapel (whilst others around have closed) and have seen new Cell
Groups formed, an Alpha course undertaken, attendance at
Spring Harvest and best of all, a mid week children‟s club which
gets up to 15 youngsters into the church building! Dan‟s church
plant „Discovery Church‟ in Penzance has spent 6 months building
up a lively midweek and Sunday fellowship meeting in the homes
of the 3 leading families. On Sunday 7th August they are due to
launch the new church in the Art Gallery in the middle of town
with a 3pm Café Church. It will be fascinating to follow their
progress.
The common theme which struck
Carol and I about all the above
growth is that it‟s all focused around
„mid week‟ fellowship building on,
and flowing out of, the Sunday
worship. This is something we need
to get sorted out at Oakwood. Trying
to live a Christian life from Sunday to
Sunday is extremely difficult and we
all need regular encouragement and
„topping up‟ – as we leak, some
more than others!

WHAT WILL THE
KINGDOM OF
GOD LOOK LIKE
IN OAKWOOD IN
25 YEARS TIME?

Whilst at „The Coast Church‟ we heard from the concluding
chapters of the book of Joshua which they‟ve been studying both
on a Sunday and mid week – again becoming a common theme!
From their studies one of the leaders has coined the phase „the
kingdom looks like something………‟ At first I thought that‟s a
funny thing to say but the more you think about it the more
profound it becomes. The kingdom does look like something.
What does it look like? What does it look like on the north coast of
Cornwall or in the Deep South? (It‟s a long way to Penzance!)
More importantly to us at Oakwood what does it look like here, in
amongst our neighbours, on our estate? What did it look like 25
years ago, what does it look like now and what will it look like in
25 years time?
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Based on Joshua‟s experience (chapter 24:1-28) and courtesy of
Richard I‟ll be bold enough to venture that I can see what it could
look like!
Remember the story of the spies and Moses sending them into
the Promised Land? Well Joshua and Caleb (Nums 14:30) were
the only 2 of the 12 that finally made it. They made it because
they were men of vision and would not be put off or side tracked
on the task in hand even when the people were moaning!
 We need to renew our vision and not become complacent. We
should re-visit our initial founding principles. We need to
remember that there is a new generation that hasn‟t
experienced the full extent of God working amongst us here
on Oakwood. We should tell our story often (Engage
conference 2007)
 Each one must make their own choice – „as for me and my
house we will serve the Lord‟.
 We must keep focused on God as He has no plan B. Just as
He had 12 disciples to change the world forever 2000 years
ago, He has us to change Oakwood for ever - there is no Plan
B, if it fails that‟s it!
 We must recognise the idols we have and deal with them.
Whatever they may be - anger, jealousy, helplessness,
excuses, tradition, rites, denominationalism, organisations,
whatever it is.
 Be careful to do what you say, as talk is cheap. The Kingdom
looks like something………
 Joshua put down a marker stone. What is our marker stone?
So we must make the best use of the building we have, of the
resources and the gift‟s God has given us. I believe we have „all
the tools in the bag‟ to deliver the vision but I don‟t believe we
have the right framework or structures in place. We have too
many people not being allowed to exercise their gifts and too
many people in the wrong roles.
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I was greatly encouraged to hear
recently that the Church Council has
given its backing to the proposal to
change our constitution for a much more
up-to-date
ecumenical,
one
more
acceptable to Churches Together in
England. This will get us to the point
where we have Trustees in place, each
with specific responsibilities covering the
whole range of the church‟s life. Only
then do I think we can begin to become
the fellowship that was always intended
at Oakwood.

WE HAVE TOO
MANY PEOPLE
NOT BEING
ALLOWED TO
EXERCISE
THEIR GIFTS.

Having returned from Keswick Convention 2011 I'm happy for the
editorial team to print the whole of this article! I didn't feel that I
should change or amend anything! However I will add that the
title of Keswick this year was 'The Word to the World'. There were
a number of themes which spoke into our current situation at
Oakwood. Hopefully others will expand on these. I'd just like to
say that I sense an increasing desire amongst evangelicals to
stand up for our Christian principles and not to get pushed
into conforming to the standards of this world when we have
God's standard so clearly laid out for us in the bible.
One of the ways we can ensure that every member of the Church
on Oakwood knows what our Church stands for is by providing
teaching within a house group situation!

Living in outrageous grace,
Steve Judd
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FLOWER FESTIVAL; 9TH – 12TH JUNE 2011
Personal Reflections

L

ittle did I know, when I was asked last summer to coordinate a flower festival to mark the 25 th celebrations, quite
how much angst and sleepless nights over it, I would have. I
knew it was quite an undertaking (despite never having run one
before!) from knowing how many years other churches spend
planning their festivals!!
Having given it some initial thought last autumn, family
bereavement and other events overtook the rest of 2010. So I
started to plan in detail in January this year. Having decided I
wanted the flower festival to reflect all the varied activities and
purpose of the Church on Oakwood‟s life, and having that idea
approved by the 25th Committee, I approached with much
trepidation the groups who use the building (Slimming Groups,
Uniformed Groups and the WI). I should not have spent so long
worrying about it because they were all so positive and receptive
to the idea (if a little nervous about what they would actually do)
and were really pleased to be included in the Church‟s
community.

The worship area during the flower festival
Given the lack of display space in a modern church building, I put
together the different groups in the church according to their
focus i.e. prayer, worship, Bible study, outreach, partnership, the
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Roman Catholic congregation children‟s work, fellowship, (in no
particular order!) to reflect the different aspects of the Church‟s
life, as well as the outside groups mentioned above. And so we
had 15 different displays, which reflected the theme of the Flower
Festival Not Just Sundays (a moment of inspiration!).
People were naturally a little worried about the fact that most
have no experience arranging flowers. I think the turning point for
me and for those many people who got involved came when we
had a meeting after morning worship at the start of May. I was so
encouraged by the large turnout and people‟s willingness, despite
not being sure what they were doing, to get involved. It helped to
have visited the Spalding churches flower festivals early in May
(well worth a visit) and come back with some inspirational
pictures to get us all “creating”.
I wasn‟t concerned about putting on a “professional” show – for
me the aim was to illustrate and celebrate what the life of the
Church on Oakwood is about, and for people to work together.
Much time was spent in prayer (sleepless nights are handy for
prayer!) about this. My prayers were answered – and more. Not
only did we all work together really well (and I certainly gained a
lot of fellowship from this) the displays far exceeded any
expectations I could have had and showed what a vibrant church
we have. I think over 40 people got involved with the displays –
and only one had been involved with a flower festival before!! The
displays were superb and varied and were enjoyed not just over
the anniversary weekend but for almost 4 weeks after!
I would just like to say a huge THANK YOU all of you who got
involved and contributed in any way to make what was a great
worry to me such a success.
Rachel Marshall
Photographs from the flower festival can be found on the
following pages (courtesy of Philip Freeman).
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FLOWER FESTIVAL PHOTOS
(1) Discoverers and Youth Night
(2) Bible study
(3) Children‟s ministry
(4) New Life music group
(5) Partnership and prayer
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ROLLING STONE CAFE - FRIDAY 10TH JUNE

I

t was a real thrill to put on
another Rolling Stone Café on
the
Friday
of
the
25th
celebrations week. The worship
area
was
humming
with
conversation and the sound of
people eating cake!
New Life music group laid on
some music which was chosen to
reflect the wide variety of styles in
Christian music sung at the Church on Oakwood during its
lifetime: from Taize and Majesty to Come People of the Risen King
and Christ be our Light. Thrown in for good measure were some
secular pieces, drawing on some of the material we had used
during the year at Rolling Stone Cafés. We also sung an updated
version of „End of the Beginning‟; a song written by New Life
which was originally sung at the opening of the church building in
1993. It is based around the words given to the church family
whilst still in the original house found in Habakkuk 1:5.

The band’s perspective
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WE CAN ‘DO
CHURCH’
DIFFERENTLY IF
WE WANT AND
IT ISN’T SCARY.

A drama, written by David Oldroyd,
took a satirical look at a church
meeting with some curious characters
in attendance! And finally we finished
off with a time of praise and worship
which ended at 10pm. All in all it was a
great evening and huge thanks go to
those who behind the scenes make it
happen.

But what does an event like Rolling Stone Café say to us in the
middle of the anniversary celebrations? These are my brief
reflections: to me it says we can praise God and have fun; we can
mix the old with new (I mean the songs – not the people...
although that‟s also true!); we can „do church‟ differently if we
want and it isn‟t scary; café church has its place at the moment –
but there may be other – better – ways we may find that help us
to worship God, and we should be open to them; and finally we all
know the saying that the way to a man‟s heart is through his
stomach... maybe this helps us to understand another way to be
the Heart of Christ at the Heart of Oakwood!!
Chris Marshall

New Life (+ Vicar) as they were in July 1992!
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AFTERNOON IN THE PARK

A

fter a rather hectic Friday night playing my part at the
Rolling Stone Café, I was up early to get into town to find a
few important items ready for the next big event.

I had set myself a challenge by listing so many activities on the
posters, but was without rounders bat or volleyball. I knew how
violent these Christians can be when one promises, but fails to
deliver, a good hearty game of rounders; so I didn‟t dare
disappoint.
After a mad rush, which involved choking down a quick cone of
chips between barking orders to a couple of willing volunteers, the
community centre and adjacent parkland were ready for action.
Thankfully, it wasn‟t long before people begun to arrive, followed
closely by the warm sunshine and cold ice-cream – expertly
scooped by Emma.
The most popular activities to begin with were volleyball (once the
net was secured), cricket and, that favourite sport of our
mothers; chin-wagging. It almost seemed a shame to interrupt
the comforting murmur of conversation, but there was more in
store for the attendees that day; namely the much-anticipated
game of rounders.

Fun for all ages
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It didn‟t take long to assemble the troops,
who were soon divided up into two evenly
matched teams (of about a dozen) by the
quiet, but competitive Chris‟s. This involved
separating Ruth and Steve; a decision which
resulted in threats to withhold that evening‟s
dinner, should either of them knock the
other out of the game! It wasn‟t long before
members of Team Marshall began using
mind-games to un-nerve the pitcher, while
Team Whitehead took the first opportunity to
recruit some likely big-hitters in an attempt
to boost their game. In the archives, there is
a photograph of the first ever Church rounders game with the
caption: „cheating was rife‟. It‟s good to see some things don‟t
change.
Hockey next, and thank goodness for substitutions! By this point I
was beginning to fatigue, something which neither Sheila, nor Roz
seemed to experience. The game was quite intense, yet
uneventful with no injuries, no threats and no score being kept on
either side; partially due to the lenient nature of inter-team
substitutions and partially because the players seemed to be
having too much fun to bother.

Hockey brings out the best in some
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Unfortunately, play was called off as a passing cloud insisted on
dropping some of its contents on Oakwood. As the majority
scurried back inside to enjoy a cup of tea, provided by Margaret
and John; some of the hardier members of the youth group
stayed outside to take advantage of the recently vacated
volleyball net. The rest made use of the giant Jenga and twister
mat which were set up in the community centre.

There’s room for a few more on that mat!
The sun returned for one final spell, before our time at the park
had to come to an end.
As equipment was gathered back in a few guests expressed their
enjoyment of the day‟s fun and games and asked whether
another was being planned in the near future… “Perhaps after a
little rest” came my reply, before I hurtled off to co-host the
evening‟s entertainment.
Gareth Ellison
Photographs courtesy of Angela Oldroyd
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ORACLE: THE BEGINNING (1987)
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Disclaimer: The views expressed within the Oakwood Oracle are
not necessarily those of the Oakwood Oracle editing team or the
Church on Oakwood.
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www.thechurchonoakwood.org
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